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What is the LTO?

An ontology of literary themes

An open access database 
of thematically annotated stories

An online collaborative fiction  
document thematic annotation platform

An ecosystem of statistical 
analysis applications



Where is the LTO?
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How is the LTO Structured?
literary thematic entity

speculative being

the human condition

human pair
human individual

human group
human society

speculative technology

speculative fiction theme

speculative society

extraordinary experience

the pursuit of knowledge

religion and the supernatural
science and philosophy

William Henry Hudson 
(1841-1922)

the art of war
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Alignment with Basic Formal Ontology



literary thematic entity
the human condition

human individual
human need

human self-esteem need
the desire for vengeance

Example: Vengeance in Hamlet





LTO Theme Acquisition
Story Collection Time Period Story Count
Classic sci-fi films 1895-1974 500
Modern sci-fi films 1975-2019 100
Star Trek: The Original Series 1966-1969 79
Star Trek: The Animated Series 1973-1974 22
Star Trek: The Next Generation 1987-1994 178
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 1993-1999 177
Babylon 5 1994-1998 110
Star Trek: Voyager 1995-2001 172
Futurama 1999-2013 129
Star Trek: Enterprise 2001-2005 99
Black Mirror 2011-2019 23
Other 1602-2019 400

Total = 2000



LTO Theme Acquisition



Application: 
Story Recommender



Application: 
Theme Enrichment 

Analysis



Future Work
• Publish fiction document clustering method.


• Publish time-course analysis method.


• Publish method to sync topic model topics with LTO themes.


• Collaborate with literary scholars to improve LTO structure 
and themes.


• Publish fiction document LTO thematic annotation protocol.


• Build up online community.


• Build up annotated fiction document database.
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